Sc hed u le for G raves Fam ily G at her ing Se pt. 8 -1 0 , 201 6
From Hampton Inn-Bardstown 502 349-0100 $109/night plus tax with group code of GGP book by August 7 to get disc. rate
985 Chambers Blvd. Bardstown, Kentucky

OVERVIEW
A gathering will be held for Graves family members whose ancestors of the 1700s hailed from Virginia and went on to other states
including the site of this gathering - Visit Bardstown, Kentucky - America’s Most Beautiful Small Town (by Rand McNally/USA Today
in 2012). Bardstown is a 45 min. drive south of Louisville. The dates are the weekend prior to the annual Kentucky Bourbon Festival so the town will be at peak for touring (minus the thousands in the festival mob).
Following in succession from a 2015 gathering in Harrisonburg Virginia that brought together known cousins and close Y-DNA
matches, this Kentucky event is organized by two previous participants, Deb Lowe (Danville, KY) and Michael “Mike” D. Graves
(Humble, TX).
The focus largely is on participants who are in Graves Family Association (GFA) generations numbered 77, 94, 118, 150, 152, 215,
and 511 since Family Tree DNA testing in Houston indicates that these “Graves family tree branches” have shared common
“recent” ancestors dating back to the mid-1700s in Virginia and originally to Francis Graves (Gen. 220), son of Capt. Thomas Graves
(1580-1635) who was among the early settlers who founded Jamestown in Virginia. All Graves descendants welcome!
While we don’t yet know exactly through whom or when these branches (GFA Gen. #s) connect, this gathering looks into interesting bits of Graves family history in the company of closely related cousins with hopes of figuring out our historical connection.
After all, none of us are as smart as all of us working together!

In short below—in detail in the pages that follow.

SCHEDULE

Wed. Sept. 7 – travel in day, optional connection of the Gen. #s discussion, dinner for those in at that time
Thurs. to Sat. Sept. 8-10 – a tour of local and Graves family historical sites. Lunch and dinners together.
Sun. Sept. 11 – travel out day

Lodging / Homebase – Hampton Inn Bardstown Reserve by Sunday August 7 to get lowered rate
Hampton Inn Bardstown is our central lodging spot from which touring will begin and end each day—985 Chambers Blvd,
Bardstown, KY 40004 Phone: (502) 349-0100. A block of rooms has been saved (group code: GGP) at discounted rate of $109/night
plus tax for any days Sept. 7 through Sept. 11, 2016. Those rooms and rate are saved for those booking by August 7. Call the hotel
directly or Hampton national reservations at 1-800-Hampton with the GGP code or reserve online at Bardstown.HamptonInn.com
with the same discount code. Reserve early and tell of/use the GGP discount code. Free hot breakfast 6 am onward.
Questions? Contact Deb Lowe dalowe_1@yahoo.com and Michael “Mike” D. Graves mdg440@yahoo.com
Communication assistant for this gathering: Steve Graves sgraves@tampabay.rr.com

See schedule below
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1-3pm Optional connection discussion between Gen. #s—Hampton Inn Breakfast area
3pm

Hampton Inn check-in is 3pm onward—register by August 7 to get discounted rate. Group code GGP.

7:15pm Supper together at Mammy’s Kitchen 116 W. Stephen Foster Ave. for those who have already arrived.

THURSDAY September 8, 2016
T o u r B ar d s t o wn , H e a ve n H i ll D i s t i lle ry & C em e te ri e s . O ld T a lb o t t T a v e rn f or Su p pe r

Breakfast on your own & finished before 7:45am Hampton Inn guests have a free hot breakfast 6am onward
7:50am Leave Hampton Inn to meet in downtown Bardstown at assembly point to be determined
8-9:30am Tour of downtown Bardstown lead by former Mayor Dixie Hibbs, who is also a genealogy researcher.
10-11:20am Old Heaven Hill Distillery Tour on 11311 Gilkey Run Rd in Bardstown which is also the Bourbon Heritage Center. Reservations: (502) 337-9593 Must be on time for 10am tour start. Next tour is at 11.
11:30-12:30pm Lunch at Roby’s Caddy Shack ¼ mile from Heaven Hill and is on the way to the Bluegrass Pkwy entrance going to Frankfort, the afternoon’s first stop.
12:30-1:30pm Bluegrass Pkwy toward Frankfort KY then US 127 North to Frankfort Cemetery 215 E. Main St.
12:30-1:30pm Frankfort Cemetery: 1812 War Memorial names include Benjamin F. Graves (river named after him),
also grave sites of Daniel Boone, Solomon Sharp, victim in the Beuchamp-Sharp Tragedy, and John Winston Coleman
Jr., author Stage Coach Days in the Blue Grass.
2:30-3:20pm Back via the same route toward Bardstown, exiting Rt. 55 & 62, 14 miles short , to Bloomfield and Maple
Grove Cemetery 1/4 mile past the Bloomfield Post Office on the same route/road.

THURSDAY September 8, 2016
3:20-3:50pm Maple Grove Cemetery – burial site of Jereboam Beuchamp and wife buried together in same coffin after
the murder of Col. Solomon Sharp. Also gravesite of Rev. War soldier John Lawson.
3:50-4:00pm Drive 10 min. to Chaplin via Chaplin Rd. KY
4:00-5:00pm Old Methodist Cemetery and High View Cemetery. Houchins brothers and Old Graves Homestead
(Thomas Sims Graves).
5:00-5:20pm Drive back to Hampton Inn in Bardstown

7:15pm Dinner together at Talbott Tavern 5 min drive from Hampton Inn. Meet at Hampton Inn at 6:45 or at 7:15pm
at the restaurant, 107 W. Stephen Foster Ave., in the historic district across from the Nelson Co. Courthouse. The Old
Talbott Tavern was built in 1779.

FRIDAY September 9, 2016
V e r s a i lle s , M i d w ay , Le x i n g t on & Ce me te r ie s . Su p pe r T o ge t he r
Breakfast on your own & finished before 7:45am. Hampton Inn guests have a free hot breakfast 6am onward
8:30am Depart Hampton Inn (via Bluegrass Pkwy—KY 9002) toward Lexington aiming for Woodford Co. Historical
Society 121 Rose Hill Ave. in Versailles, KY. On the way we will drive by Keeneland (horse) race park and the old
Keene Homestead with brief stops at the old stone tavern and Pisgah Church burial site for many Rev. soldiers.
10am-11:30am Arrive Woodford Co. Historical Society in Versailles. Eric James, nationally known expert on outlawsFrank and Jesse James will tell about them as well as Graves family local history. Yes, there is a family connection with
the Graves, oh my! Stick’em up!
11:30-1:00pm Walk a block or so over for lunch Melissa Cottage Café 167 South Main for Lunch. Sneak a peek at local shops there on Main St. Depart at 1:00 via Rt. 62 north 7 miles north toward Midway KY for the Black Horse Inn.
1:15-1:45pm Tour and shop at Black Horse Inn (formerly the Old Cole Tavern, and other names) at the crossroads of
Old Frankfort Pike and US 62 just south of Midway, KY . Benjamin Graves’ farm at Midway. He was the son-in-law
of Richard Cole, who was a grandfather to Frank and Jesse James. Depart 1:45 for Cole Cemetery.
2:00-2:45pm Tour Cole Cemetery and out-kitchen where Zee Cole and Robert Sallee James, parents of Frank and
Jesse lived prior to moving the family to Missouri. Depart at 2:45 drive to 125 Cheapside in Lexington KY.
3:15-4:00pm Tour Cheapside Bank in downtown Lexington, KY Depart at 4:00 for Lexington Cemetery at 833 W.
Main 1.3 miles away.
4:10-5:15pm See Graves burial plot in Lexington Cemetery. May need a little extra time here so we can see
Edward W. Graves family plot, also that of Margaret Boone Graves and others.) Depart at 5:15pm
5:15pm-6:15pm Return trip to Bardstown via Bluegrass Pkwy—KY 9002.
7:15pm Supper together at Kurtz Restaurant in Bardstown 418 E. Stephen Foster Ave. Bardstown Parkview Motel &
Kurtz Restaurant.

SATURDAY September 10, 2016
M a c k v i lle , Li n c o ln F a mi ly H om e s t e ad & C e me t er ie s . D in ne r Tr a i n or Su pp er T og e t h er
Breakfast on your own & finished before 7:50am. Hampton Inn guests have a free hot breakfast 6am onward.

8am Depart Hampton at 8am for Preachersville, which was the home area of Wm. Graves. This Wm. Graves, a son of
Rice Graves of Spotsylvania Co. Virginia and a relative in some way to many Graves participating in this gathering.

SATURDAY September 10, 2016
9:20am-10:00am Visit Old Drakes Creek Cemetery near Preachersville.

10am-10:55 Drive to Mackville
11:00am–12:00 Visit the (New) Peters City Cemetery in Mackville – Graves families have lived in the area for about
226 years! Lots of “Graves” markers. Possible visit to Old Peters Cemetery.

12:00 Drive 20 minutes to Springfield for lunch
12:20-1:10pm Lunch at Mordecai’s in Springfield
1:10-1:25pm Drive to the Lincoln Homestead State Historic Site near Hodgenville. Abe Lincoln’s grandfather, of
the same name, came to the area in 1782 from Rockingham Co. VA (Co. of our last year’s Graves gathering).
1:30-2:30pm Lincoln Family Homestead State Historic Site

2:30pm Return trip 30 minutes to Bardstown—back at 3pm.
Dinner options to consider NOW and perhaps act on now.
(1) Some may choose to go on the Old Kentucky Dinner Train out of Bardstown at 5pm. It is a bit pricey
($84.95/adult) but more importantly you must make a reservation with the Train at this time, in order to secure a
spot. Go to http://www.kydinnertrain.com/ for details and reservations. If you wait until later in August or September or when you get to Bardstown, it WILL already be sold out. For those who are not going on the dinner
train, there will be a dinner place named in Bardstown. We are happy to circulate to the names of those who have
or intend on reserving on the train and have let us know that. So please reply back at this time with your thoughts
and plans. (2) For those not going on the dinner train we will reserve at 5:30pm at the Rickhouse Restaurant 112
Xavier Dr., Bardstown, KY

SUNDAY September 11, 2016
Depart Bardstown

QUESTIONS ?
Contact either Deb Lowe in Danville KY 1 859 319-8012 dalowe_1@yahoo.com or Mike Graves in Humble, TX
1 832 857-7815 mdg440@yahoo.com

IMPORTANT INFORMATION


If you are planning on attending, even if on one or two days, please let us know at this time. If you
MAY attend also let us know now. To plan well for you we need to get an approximate number of participants traveling each day with us. And to get the discounted Hampton Inn rate, reserved by August 7.



Schedule is currently being massaged and while the contents of each day will remain the same, the order in
which we travel may be changed. Final schedule will be noted as such and circulated prior to gathering week.



Speak up about your desire to do the Old Kentucky Dinner Train Saturday at 5pm or the Rickhouse Restaurant—so we can advise everyone of what others are planning to do...particularly if you want to do the train.



In order to get our entire group into the same Old Heaven Hill Distillery tour group, we must forward the fee
of $10 per person to the distillery at the time of our making our group reservation on August 9.



You may drive your own vehicle or welcome other “cousins” to travel with you as we start each day.

